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The boarding of the Y acht
Sea Dancer by Phyllis Bowling

We had been sailing in the Caribbean Seafor sev-
eral years and knew what to watch out for. We knew
that we must keep an eye on the weather, we knew
the procedures for checking in and out of different
islands, we checked our boat over frequently and
kept it in good repair and we had heard the many
stories of boardingsin the night by unwelcome
guests. Mostly those stories were about locals'. Lads
that swam out to boats on moonless nightsin the
hope of finding something to steal off the deck or to
steal the dinghy which wastied on to the yacht. We
prepared ourselves by keeping our companionway
hatch locked from the inside at night and we used
cable (and later small chain) to attached the dinghy to
the stern. However, over time we forgot that unsus-
pected things could happen in the most unsuspecting
places.

Everyone had told us what a delightful island Do-
minica (not to be confused with the Dominican Re-
public) was. It was somewhat primitive which was
its' charm and the people were especialy friendly.
We sailed into Portsmouth Harbor on the western
side of the island and selected an anchorage at the
southern end of the harbor in front of the small town.

Wetook the easy way as the bay was quite pro-
tected and took a mooring (we usually trusted our
own ground tackle more than moorings we knew
nothing about) in front of asmall hotel. We enter-
tained friends that night on the boat and went to bed
late. About 1:30 am. | awoke to see Gart standing
beside our berth and looking at the hatch over our aft
cabin. He had heard someone climbing up the stern
and could see hisform in the black night standing on
the deck. “ Get off the boat!” he said in his deep voice
hoping they would jump overboard and swim away.
Not knowing if they did, he stuck his head up
through the hatch and was met by a sawed-off shot-
gunin hisface and a demand to “haul himself” up on
deck. | had not heard the faceless voice but | knew
something was wrong. | sent to the radio and began
calling for assistance on the hailing channel (VHF16)
without much hope of getting anyone in the bay with
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Suddenly a man dropped through the aft cabin hatch with
amachete in his hand. | backed up into the salon turning
onlightsas | went and saw the young man that the radio
microphone and cut the cord with the machete rendering
it useless. Before | knew it, there were three of them in
the salon and one in aloud voice was demanding that we
give them drugs. Of course, we had no drugs and after
looking through several cabinet and finally believing me
that there were no drugs, they demanded money instead.
They took Gart’s wallet which was lying on the nav table
and had $300 worth of local money which we had just
exchanged that day. They were getting very nervous and
repeatedly threatened us with the machete and managed
to get another $300 from our guests. L ater, we thought
that they were probably high on drugs.

All thistime, Gart was tied hand and foot on the deck.
They exited quickly the same way they came through the
aft hatch and we heard them leave in a dinghy (which
they had stolen from the boat moored next to us) and
headed in the direction of town. After we got Gart untied,
he was able to rewire microphone cord and we began
calling for the authoritiesin town. They answered after a
bit and offered to come out to our sailboat but we asked
them to wait until dawn so we could actually see who was
approaching. We saw them searching the shorelinein the
dark for the dinghy. They found the dinghy , without the
motor, the next day up ariver. They were very concerned
and professional in getting areport from us and the
townspeople were apologetic. We stayed around for afew
days and went ahead and explored theisland.

Unfortunately, as the years went by, we hard this same
story happening to others who went in to Dominica even
through many sailors had a hard time believing that this
had happened in a place they found so friendly and pretty.
Wedid to.

Lessons Learned! 1) Always be security conscious.

A. Alwayslock the boat up tight when no on board.

B. Don't leave things around on deck to attract thieves.

C. Atnight, raise your dinghy upon deck (if thereis
space) or up on the davitsif any.

D. Ifyoucan'tdo“c” above, chainthe motor to the din-
ghy and the dinghy to the boat.

E Atnight, lock all hatchesthat aren’t necessary to be
open of ventilation purposes..

2) Have aplan on what to do if you hear someone on

deck at night. Sea Dancer did not have such aplan.

Continued



The Commodore’ s Column

Commodore Jerry McCracken

s | mportant
tdecison made

2% OnApril 30, 2004 the spring

meeting of the P.I.Y.C. membership
discussed the increase of dues and boat dlips
fees. After alengthy debate, the motions to
increase the quarterly dues to $85.00 plus tax
and boat dlips to $80.00 plus $5.00 minimum
electric effective July 1, 2004 was passed. |
would like to thank everyone who came and
expressed their feelings and helped with this
important decision. It is good we have an
open forum to discuss major changes in our
club.

We had a good turnout for Mother’s Day
brunch. All the men who cooked and served
did an excellent job to make the day specia for
all the ladies. The decorations and food were
beyond everyone' s expectations.

I would like to thank the board for all of their
hard work in making the Blue Plate in May a
huge success. The bar-b-gue chicken, sides
and dessert made for agreat meal. Food is one
the things our club does well. Itslike afamily
reunion when we all get together and share a
meal.

Family Picnic

The committee planning this summer’s Family
Picnic consists of Vickie Nunez (Chair), Bev
Hoffman, Irene walls, Debbie Collins, Kay Har-
bour, Cynthia Atteberry and Neve Scheffknecht.

We're planning Water Sports headed by Bev
with Kayak, paddle, raft, Lazer & Sunfish races
with perhaps afew surprises thrown in. Cynthia
has tons of ideas for balloon games with will in-
volved both the young and the young at heart.
There will be awhole group of games for the
kids, with prizes for the winners. For adults
horseshoes, croquet, sack races balloon races and
hula-hoop races are planned.

We're asking that folks sign up for the games
and races when they arrive although you can cer-
tainly join in later and the games will have sched-
uled beginning times which will be announced
loudly. We hoping to get everyoneinvolved in-
stead of letting the kids have all the fun.

We encourage everyone to bring their water
toys-kayaks, paddleboats, Sunfish and L azers,
and whatever else you have. It’sagreat atime to
share your favorite past times and expertise with
others at the club.

We plan for the party to begin around 2:00 with
dinner planned for 6:00. Speaking of dinner... the
clue will provide hamburgers, hotdogs and all the
garnishes, aswell as, akey and margaritas. We'll
ask each participating family to bring one of the
following: appetizer, salad or side dish, or desert.

We're looking forward to having a fabulous
Family Picnic to remember. If you'd like to help,
please give Vickie Nunez at call at 949-9885
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Socia Scene

By Katharine Robinson

Mothers' Day was an elegant sit down event  The Board Blue Plate was a great success
with the tables set and red roses for al our with Board members providing a delicious
ladies. It was a beautiful day after the torren-  grilled chicken dinner to over 80 people. Al-
tial downpours of the day before. With music  though the Board worked hard putting the

in the background, our ladies were served Blue Plate together, recognition should also
with eggs benedict, fruit cut, orange juice, go to the spouses who aso worked to make it
coffee and mimosas. afun evening. Karen McCracken with grand-
Millie Winters, Bev Hoffman’smom, was  son Nicklos supervised Grandpa’ s cooking.
the oldest mother attending. Jaki Boyd and Vicki Nunez helped with set up

The day was provided by Bruce Nunez, and clean up. Gay Baker made a delicious pot
Pete Geneseo, Don Martz, Lee Westgate, Al of beans and Chuck Hoffman moved tables
Wall, Bill Boyd, Jerry McCracken, Dave and helped set up.

Wall, Gaylor Heemink, George Y oung, Bill Of course, Dorcas Payne, our Blue Plate
Fairey, Mern Williams, Jack Simonis and Chairperson, was busy as a bee packing up
Rick Wilson. Our thanks to all the menwho  leftovers and helping with clean up. And it
supported this event. was a lot of fun having Skipp Dinkler in the

kitchen helping us dry and put away dishes.

Feed,
. fl/‘@:;;

PIY C' sAnnua Beach Party Saturday June 19th at 4 p.m.
Come play on the beach... Visit around a campfire

Go to Bob Hall Pier parking area and turn right (south) and
look of the PI'Y C flag and a keg. Hotdogs, chips and s mores
provided. Games egg toss, limbo contest, coconut toss prizes,
music, boom box and maybe a guitar player. Since it’ sthe
day before Father’s day, some of the ladies have something
special planned for the men. Chaired by June Geneseo 949-
7359 Co-workers. Bonnie Wilson, Peg Fairey, Frances Rosa-
rius, Anne Wesatherill, Mary Roy and Cynthia Athberry.

See you for afun day at the beach.




Greeting cruisers

By Bruce Nunez, Cruising Director

Greetings cruisers. Sorry to report that Bahia Hee Hee ws cancelled this year. Mother

Nature refused to cooperate and dumped too much rain. The good folks at Bahia de-

cided not to make everyone swim and wade through the mud. They have promised to

make it up to everyone with an extra special Bastille Day celebration this year. Wind-

shadow, September Song, and Mariah made the alternate trip to Port Aransas for a
pleasant weekend. We were joined by Bill and Jaki Boyd and Gerald and Lynn Loveless who
made the land cruise. After snacks and adult beverages on the pier we all dined on a fine Mexi-
can feast before retiring to September Song for some more adult beverages.

I’ll be out of town until June fifteenth but we' ve been invited to join Bay Yacht Club for a
new cruise to Whataburger and Farrahs on the nineteenth. This won't be along distance sail but
promises to be a good time. It also affords the land cruisers an opportunity to meet the BY C
folks and party with the boaters.

| would like to get a patriotic boat parade going for the 4™ of July. We would all decorate our
boats in a patriotic theme, then meet at the club at noon and wander our way through the canals
before heading off as aflotillafor Corpus Christi and the fireworks show. If this idea interests
you please let me know. If there is not enough interest we' Il just cruise to Corpus on the 3 and
skip the parade.

Also July 10" is the Bastille Day celebration in Ingleside. Larry Joe Taylor will be providing
the entertainment. Those interested will cruise over that morning. As usual Bahia doesn’t have a
lot of dock space so plan on bringing a dingy and anchoring out. | understand that water taxis
will be available for those that need transportation from the anchorage. This one is always a
good time.

Beer Can races are coming soon-so until next time. See you on the water, Bruce

PI'Y C Spring Board Meeting Minutes April 30, 2005

Commaodore Jerry McCracken called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. Secretary Kathy Coker verified a quorum
was present.

Minutes of the November 2003 meeting were read. Upon motions by Maddrey Reader and seconded by Carol
Flynn, minutes were approved.

The Treasurer’sreport was given by Bill Boyd. He stated that the note on the building should be paid off in Oc-
tober. He also stressed the rising cost of insurance.

Commodore McCracken opened up the meeting for discussion on the Board of Directors recommendation to
raise due. A lively discussion followed. Ralph Coker moved and Tom Harbour seconded the motion to raise the
dues to $100.00 plus tax per quarter for family memberships and $80.00 per moth for dock rental fees plus a mini-
mum of $5.00 for electricity. Bob Maupin moved and a member seconded to table the motion. Motion failed 22 to
24. A vote was called for and the (original) motion passed 37 to 24. Thisincluded proxies given to the board.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

Kathy Coker, Secretary
Jerry McCracken, Commodore



They came,

cost to build each table.

they Saw ed1 Paul Hlavaty was both cheerleader and
coach of the effort. Hlavaty and George

and assernbl ed Flynn made two trips to town to fetch the

- . 27 2x6x12’'s to build the four tables.

4 p| cnic tabl es Rustproof Deckmate screws and stainless
stedl carriage bolts were purchased to hold

By George Flynn it al together and to withstand an Idland

salt air environment in which, some say,
“even plastic rusts.”.

When the lumber and materials were on
site, an e-mail went out to the table donors
. to come down to the club on Saturday to
put the tables together.

To ease their work, the table committee
— Dick Danofsky and Bob Wheaton in
addition to Hlavaty
and Flynn — pre-
cut the trestles and
braces essentia to
the tables' structural

il 140 Y

o : e integrity.
From left, Dick Danofsky, Al Woll and Bob Wheaton helped pre- Asafina touch,
cut trestles and braces prior to the assembly of tables. the edges of the ta-
The Padre ISand Yacht Club is ado-it-yourself ~ bletops and benches
sort of organization. were routered into
And club members really did it over theweek-  rounded, splinter-
end of May 21 by producing four new picnic free surfaces. _
tables for the club’s patios and decks. Table donorsin-
Each table was inscribed with the names of clude Walt and
those who ponied up a share of the $100 that it KarenKleine, Pat  Paul Hlavaty carved spon-
_and Gwen Kelly, sors' names into tabletops

Mern and Barbara Williams, Jm and Anne
Westherill, Jorgen and Ulla Skovdal, Rich
and Bonnie Wilson.

Also, Archie and Edie Hamilton, Bill and
Jaki Boyd, Al and Carol Woll, Bob and
Cathy Wheaton, Paul and Lizz Hlavaty,
George and Carol Flynn, Fred and Barb

Lol \ L
[ B 'ﬁ,.:

From left, Ulla Skovdal, Lizz Hlavaty and Barbara Williams
formed the “girl's team” in the assembly process.



New Members

Welcome
Aboard!

By Rear Commodore—Jim Baker

b

-—

Harry and Pear| Benoit, 13965 Binnacle St.,
Corpus Christi, TX 78418, 949-9891, hbe-
noitjr@aol.com. The Benoits arrived here
after 23 yearsin New Hampshire and 12 years
in Florida. Harry isacivil engineer and an
avid reader and golfer. Pearl aso is a reader
and isactivein PIE.

Herb and Janabeth Taylor, 15329 Gypsy,
Corpus Christi, TX 78418, 949-7016, htay-
lorjr@stx.rr.com. They have a 22-foot
Hydrasport powerboat, named Reel Nauti.
Native to Corpus Christi, Herb is retired from
Celanese. He and Janabeth enjoy boating ac-
tivities and fishing.

Jim and Diana Gaugler, 13561 Bullion Ct.,
Corpus Christi, TX 78418, 949-2119,
gauglerj@stx.rr.com. They own an 18-foot
SeaRay powerboat. Jim's careers include in-
dustrial management and teaching and Diana
has both real estate and teaching expertise.
Both enjoy bridge and Jim is also a golfer.
They look forward to the yacht club’s “Island
Attitude.”

Experience sunset Key West
style at Annual Party

Mark August 21 on your calendar—that’s
the date of the PI'Y C Annual Party, and this
one is shaping up to be outstanding. Partygo-
erswill experience “Sunset Celebration in
Mallory Square-Key West” and they won't
have to go to Floridato do it! If you have
been to Mallory Square in Key West, you
know the fun and magical festivities that hap-
pen every night in anticipation of sunset. If
you haven't been there, you'll enjoy discover-
ing a new and entertaining way to view the
SUNSseL.

Of course, we will start with Happy Hour
featuring Tequila “ Sunsets.” During the
Happy Hour, you'll travel through amini re-
creation of Mallory Square, complete with
street acts and music. There may aso be a
surprise or two we are not revealing yet. Fol-
lowing dinner, we'll get ready for the
“Mallory Square Sunset Celebration” Hope-
fully the weather will cooperate and Padre
Island will have a gorgeous sunset to rival
Key West’s. Following sunset frivolity,
there’ s more fun dancing to the music of Te-
quila Sunrise. (Maybe, we can change the
ban’s name for the evening to Tequila Sun-
set.) Read more about this fabulous event in
upcoming newsletters.

The Annual Party Committee, chaired by
Katrina Warren (949-1083), will be working
to make the 2004 Annua Party a memorable
one. If you would like to help with decora-
tions, entertainment, food preparation, etc,
give Katrinaacall. Right now, we are lining
up entertainment and we need people to vol-
unteer for street acts. The “street” entertain-
ment is avery essential part of the Mallory
Square re-creation—you would perform for
about a hour. If you have ataent (or not) in
music, mime, juggling or tight rope walking,
please give Katrina or Jaki Boyd (949-7132
and let us know how you would like to par-



Cook’s Notes

By Dorcas Payne

WHAT A BOARD!! Our own P.1.Y.C. Board at your service as Host Chefs for the May Blue Plate. We
had a fantastic turnout for the Char-Grilled Chicken entree as the Blue Plate Special The guys grilled the most
sumptuous and generous servings of chicken and the gals made the marvel ous accompaniments of baked beans,
green salad, pasta salad and bread. Millie Winter , (Beverly Hoffman's mother), graciously shared her chocolate
birthday cake and ice cream with us for dessert. We had arecord turnout for the event and a good time was had
by all.

Note: You
may note that
several indi-

J vidualson

" your 2004
Board have
generously
volunteered
their talents
and efforts at
" previous Blue
1\ Plate events
! and some
othersare
scheduled as
Blue Plate
Hosts later in
theyear.
Pleasetakea
moment to
express your

Photography Maggie Westgate

appreciation for their dedication to our Club.

WHAT A BOARD!! Any member who would like to assist with a Blue Plate should contact Dorcas Payne at
949-0771

Thank you Logo Shirtsarein

Thanks this issue go to George Flynn for If you ordered PI'Y C logo shirts, these are in and ready
covering several events while Maddrey was on for pick up. Tom Kane gave us the name of apossible
theroad. His articles have made this a special new vendor who islocal, so it may be possibleto get our
issue. Thanks George! Also thankstoMaggie shirts done herein town. It appears from Tom’s e-mail
Westgate who also submitted photos covering that the new vendor isn’t as expensive as the one we cur-
the Blue Plate and Mothers’ Day. rently use. If thingswork out, we'll be ableto get the

What great members these two people are and same items and be able to reduce our costs.
| appreciate their help with the Docklines. Our next order will be place in the fall so don’t despair

if you didn't get a chance to order last time.




’ Officer Flag 184.90
Treasurer S Report Race/Cruises 104.20
By Bill Boyd , Social-General 763.96
Social-Men's Coffee 87.49
Social-New Years Party 351.34
Taxes-Property 3,788.99
PIYC Telephone 153.36
Profit & Loss Trash Disposal 380.18
Utilities-Electric 1,020.50
Utilities-Electric-Slips 864.76
January through May 2004 Utilities-Water & Gas 234.43
Wheelhouse Exp 3,122.27
Income
Blue Plates 1,68150 Total EXpense 26,89655
gIOOJE&%EsleS 1’672:(7)8 Net Income 4,622.52
Courtesy Dock-Power 15.00
Courtesy Dock-Rental 215.00 _ ) ]
Directory Sales 350.00 A new feature in the Docklines will be a
Docks-Power 1,012.46 monthly profit and loss statement. This
Docks-Rental 6,207.50 month's statement includes January though
Donations 34.05 May. The checkbook balance, as of May 31,
Initiation Fees 2,874.50 was $13,244.13, which includes $2,880.00 in
Installation Banquet 2,550.00 refundable dip deposits. The CD balanceis
Membership Dues 11,741.26 $6410.48. Plus the normal monthly bills,
Miscellaneous Income 318.00 some other expenses comi ng up are:
Wheelhouse 2,842.10 $1900.00  New Slips
Total Income 31,519.07 50000 Shirts
Expense
Bad Debt 64.65
Bank Service Charges 173.30 Rueter takes most buncos
Beverly Rogers 450.00 Once again our monthly bunko game which was
Blue Plate Exp 865.31 held ona5§/]5/04 was fun! Izefr&hmgentswere pro-
Clothing 1,048.93 vided by: Eileen Maltais and Jutta Cox.
Directory Expenses 369.22
General Supplies 398.93 Most Bunkos- Ekiuse Reyter)
Installation Banquet Exp 3,501.33 Most Wins - Maggie Westgate
Insurance 3,295.59 Secor)d Most Wins- Carol Woll
Interest Expense 103.06 Boobie (Most L osses) - Carole Lehnherr
Lease Payments 2 435.75 First Bunko - Maria Watkins
Maintenance-Building 1,136.42 We want to encourage you to join us next month.
Maintenance-Docks 19.51 Y ou don't need to know how to play. It only takes
Maintenance-Grounds 375.00 afew minutes to have bunko mastered. Please
Mem-Docklines 473.23 join us at our next monthly bunko game will be
Mem-Historian 36.55 held at the PI'Y C on Wednesday, July 5th at 2:00
Mem-Members 230.42 pm.
Miscellaneous 128.88

Office Supplies & Postage 734.09
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— Coming attractions —

June 5—Fishing Tournament

June 18—Blue Plate Specid

June 19—Beach Party-Near Bob Hall Pier
June 19—Bay Y acht Club sail to Farrahs
July 9—Blue Plate Special

July 10—Bastille Day Cruise to Ingleside
July 24—Family Picnic

August 21—Annual Party




Vice Commodore Dave Walls

Wheelhouse Notes and More

We now have two vacant boat dips. If anyone out there needs a dlip, please call me.

An anonymos donor donated several solar powered lights and Jack and Millie Simonisin-
stalled them at intervals along the dock and by the palapa. Not only are they very decorative,
but they provide good lighting along the docks at night. Thanks Jack and Millie.

Diane Smith cleaned up the palapa, repaired the stools with new webbing, decorated with life
rings and painted boat names on each ring. The palapa looks great and is a very nice placeto
meet and have cocktails or cook on the grill. Thanks to Diane.

The Board of Directors has formed a Building Committee to start planing for future expan-
sion of the club building. The committee has come up with a couple of ideas and have posted

drawings on the bulliten board.

The Building committee feels that it is very important to keep the club membership appraised
of the work of the committee and to encourage membership input to the committee. This will
be accomplished by holding town forum meetings periodically and posting drawings and com-
mittee minutes. The committee has no preconceived ideas about club expansion and desires

input from all club members.

The Building Committee members are: Dick Danofsky, chairman, Bill Boyd, Al Wall, Bruce
Nunez, Mern Williams, John Payne, Doug Martz and Dave Walls..

Sea Dancer Continued.

The steps bel ow was what we put into effect after our

boarding and made up Sea Dancer’ s plan for the remain-

der of our yearsin the Caribbean.

A. Closeany open hatches.

B. Turnon spreader lights or other outside lights.
Thievesdon't like to be seen.

C. Useyour air-horn pointed out a port to wake up
nearby boats or help on shore.

D. Try to contact help on the radio.

E Make sure everybody in your crew knows what to
do.

If Sea Dancer had had a plan such as the one above,
the boarding would have had a much happier ending.
Each yacht should create their own plan to fit their ves-
sel, crew and circumstances. Just be sure you have one.

We spent 10 years cruising theisland of the Caribbean
and South America and Central Americaand heard of a
few stories of boarding as serious as ours and never ex-
perienced anything like it again. We had a wonderful
time and met so many locals and sailors from all over
the world and are thankful that we could see the world in
thisway. Don't let tales of this kind keep you from go-
ing, just be prepared.

Thisis aphoto of former Commodore Dean L ucas with
this 1930 Ford Model A. Lucasfell in love with old
cars as a high school student in Middletown, Ohio. He
bought this Model A cabriolet (fancy name for con-
vertible) last year from alocal dealer. He claimsit hast
top speed of 40 mpr. Forward progressis also impeded
by people stopping to ask what sort of vehiclesitis, or
beaming at it asthe car “ Just like grandpadrove.”

Submitted by George Flynn



Fishing Tournament Photos

Our annual fishing tournament was another success thanksto boat cap-
tains Mern Williams, Al Woll, Steve Spoonemore, Larry Reuter, Claire
Sheehan and Ray Smith. Each captain had their special holeto get the
really big ones and started off around 6 a.m. to catch the fish sleeping.

The Most Fish award went to Mern Williams for raking in four 17 inch
trout.. Lee Westgate on Woll’s boat got the Biggest Redfish award with Awards by Hlavaty
this catch of a28” long and 11 1/4 pounder. Jack Simonis got the Small-
est Fish award and Millie Simonis got the Ugliest Fish award for catching
a Stingray. Both Jack and Millie were on the Spoonemore boat. Jim
Cruz on the Reuter boat pulled in a 18 inch— 2 1/2 pound trout earn-
ing him the Biggest Trout award. Jaki Boyd won the Biggest Fish
by Female by catching in a 16 inch 1 pound trout. Captain Ray
Smith didn’t have alot of luck pulling in any fish but was awarded
the Skunk award for his
good natured effort.

Our unique keepsake
awards were made by Paul %
Hlavaty and our thanksto |
Irene Wall, Carol Woll and §
Maggie Westgate for fixing
the great hotdog awards
dinner. A special thanksto Dave
Wwall for spearheading the
event and doing the grill-

ing.

MernWilliams

Dave Wall & Jaki Boyd

Jim Cruz

Jack imonis

Ray Smith



