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NOTES FROM TH
COMMODORE
Gaylor Heenkin

The day after Thanksgiving seems to be an
appropriate and meaningful day to write my last
“Notes from the Commodore”.

Thanks: Speaking for the club, | want to thank
the Board, the Committees, the volunteers and
current and past members for their contributions
and efforts during 2007 to keep the Club fun and
operational.

Announcement: The next Board Meeting
scheduled for December 12007, 1900 hours,
will be a joint Board meeting and will include
the newly elected and the outgoing Board
members.

Please Do: Patiently and wholeheartedly
support the new 2008 Board.

Little Reminder for December:

La Posada

Saturday, December 1 - Deadlines for Boat
Parade Entries

Sunday, December 2, 2PM - Boat Lighting
Informational Workshop

Wednesday, December 5, 7PM - Collector Boat
Meeting

Thursday, December 6, 7PM - Mandatory
Skippers Meeting

Friday, December 7, 7PM - Lighted Boat Parade
- Commodores Cove

Saturday, December 8, 6PM - Lighted Boat
Parade - Caravel Drive Boat Ramp

Saturday, December 8, 6PM - PIYC Open House
- members, please bring cookies beforehand.

Sunday, December 9, 9AM - Unloading of toys
followed by Awards Brunch

Quick look: See Docklines amww.piyc.org
Ref: Mern Williams, Ron Day, Steve
Spoonemore.

Christmas Day Afternoon Potluck Dinner
December 28. Sign up sheet is in the Club.
Ref: Julie Guillot.

NOTES FROM THE
: REAR-COMMODORE
Bob Nash

Hello all, and Happy Holidays. No new
members have joined since the last report.
Overall for the year, we have just about the same
number of members as we had at this time last
year. We received about 19 new members, but
unfortunately we also lost nearly the same
number from resignations and departures.

| have enjoyed serving as Rear Commodore,
and the new acquaintances and friendships
developed in the process. This is a fine group,
good people, good times, and Marie and | are



happy to be part of it. Thank you to all of the
people who have volunteered their time and
efforts to make the 2007 events so much fun.

Best wishes to the new Board for a successful
and eventful 2008. Merry Christmas, Happy
New Year, and clear skies and favorable winds
to all for 2008.

CRUISING NEWS
Hugh Butler
Your 2007 Cruise Director
The last cruise of the season was threatened by
foul weather. However, by mid morning Sat. the
sky was not as threatening as had been forecast.
Four boats left the Island and encountered no
more than some slight drizzle en route to Island
Moorings. Cajun Princess was bold enough to go
over on Friday.

There was extensive use of the hot tub on Sat.
afternoon. Around four o'clock there was some
slight drizzle, but by five o'clock it stopped and
cocktail hour began.

Cajun Princess, Whereami, Babe I, September
Song and Loki came over via boat and were
joined by fourteen land cruisers. All in all we
had (26) twenty six people at the Moorings.
Pamela Cortez (Babe Il) won a bottle of "Lizard
Health Wine"(Chardonnay) and David Paul won
a bottle of "Arrogant Bastard Ale".

After a great breakfast by Bobbie of scrambled
eggs and ham, grilled muffins by Irene Walls and
banana bread by Lynn Gresham and drinks
everyone left for home. It was a beautiful ride
back to the Island. Never a better order for our
last cruise.

Bobbie and | want to thank everyone for the
outstanding support we received this year.

Steve Spoonemore has put together a program
that everyone can enjoy for 2008. Let's support it
and have another year of fun on the water.

Greetings from your 2008 Cruise Director.

Steve Spoonemore
With the December Docklines, the 2008
Cruising and Boater Education sessions are just a
few weeks away. | would like to share with you
the plans we have for 2008 and of course solicit
your assistance in making 2008 a very successful
year. To do so we need your participation and
recommendations.
First let's chat about communication;
Communication is a two-way street and it
requires both of us to insure communication
occurs. | must provide you information on what
is planned, how it went, what is going to happen
and of course, any changes that may occur. You
must provide me your recommendations and
feedback.
My plan to provide you with information on
Cruising and Boater Education starts now.
On the PIYC Webpage attp://www.piyc.orgf
We are in the process of setting up web pages
for Cruising and Boater Education on the PIYC
website. On the right hand margin of the
opening page of the PIYC site there will be a
section labeled Boating. In the section there will
be links to the Cruising, Boater Education, and
Racing web pages. Clicking on the links will
provide the following;

In the Cruising sub-section there will be 4
files/pages
1. Cruising Overview/Guidelines — this

is a document that has an overview
section, a Cruiser section, and a
Cruises section. Its purpose is to
describe Cruising as it relates to
PIYC and define who are cruisers as
well as the type of cruises we
typically perform.

2. 2008 Cruising Schedule — This is a
Table that provides the schedule of
Cruises

3. Other Events you might want to
cruise to - This is a Table that
provides a list of events and their
dates that some cruisers might want
to cruise to.

4. Destinations — This will be a table
that has names, brief descriptions,




locations, phone numbers, and links
to their websites of destination that
we will be going to.

In the Boater Education sub-section there
will be 2 files/pages

1. Boater Education
Overview/Guidelines — this is a
document that has an overview
section, a Informational Presentation
and Seminars section, an Adult
Education Section and a Youth
Education section

2. Boater education Activity Schedule —
This is a Table that provides the
schedule of Classes

In the Docklines, as in the past, there will be an
article in each Dockline on how the last cruise
went and a preview of the next.

Email; Email will be used to supplement the

Dockline and especially to send out any changes.

In addition, there will be periodic
announcements at the club on Friday’s Happy
Hour and a sign up board at the club. This
information will be included in emails to insure
communication is available to those not able to
attend Happy Hour.

First Cruise;

To start the year, our first Cruise will be a
gathering close to home and is scheduled for
January 5-6, 2008. The destination is Spinnaker
Hole which can be seen from PIYC decks. It
will be an Anchor out/Raft up. EVERYONE is
encouraged to attend. If you can’'t spend the
night, don’t have a big boat, never rafted up
before, etc. etc. etc. that is ok. There are no
excuses, just come on over. To Spinnaker Hole
on this first cruise of 2008, come over in your
dingy, row boat, kayak, fishing boat, swim, catch
a ride or call us and we will come get you at the
PIYC guest docks. As always, the main objective
of any PIYC Cruise is to have fun and enjoy the
outing on the water in the company of others
who also enjoy the water. Also, another of the
objectives of this cruise is to get to know each
other and for those who have not been to one
before, learn what goes on during our weekend
cruises so they will join in the fun in future
cruises. The way a weekend Cruise normally

goes is; On Saturday morning, people start
leaving their home to arrive at the destination
around 1200 to 1400. In this case we will start
the gathering around noon in Spinnaker Hole. CJ
will be in there and we will start the raft-up off

of her.

As the raft-up gets larger, everyone seems to
pitch in to tie up the new arrivals, lay out anathe
anchor as required and of course share in the
arrival Beer/coke etc. around 1600 (4:00 pm) we
normally start Happy HOUR (or maybe a little
earlier/later). At happy hour we break out the
appetizers to get the juices flowing. About an
hour later Happy Hour is followed by a pot luck
(everyone bring enough for yourself and a little
to share — there is no calorie counting at a raft-
up). And these are always good. After desert (if
you can get that far into the food chain), those
that can’t spend the night begin leaving. For
them we thank you for sharing the evening with
us and we wish you good night and safe journey
home — help will be provided for those who
swam over. For those that spend the night at
Spinnaker, we enjoy the evening of relaxation on
the water and then a continental breakfast on CJ
with Bloody Mary’s, Mimosas, juice, coffee and
breakfast rolls in the morning (somewhere
around 8:00am or 9:00am depending on how late
the night before stopped) before everyone starts
returning to home.

The above is typical of a weekend cruise. For
most of the cruises, you have the travel to and
from the destination (which is always fun) and
the dinner after Happy hour may be at a
restaurant, rather than a pot luck. All the cruises
are fun and each, even to the same destination
we have been to before, is unique in some way.
If you want to find out how, come join us.

2008 Cruise Schedule

Attached is the projected Cruise Schedule

Make plans now to attend as many cruises as
possible. At this date, there are some external
events that may cause cruise changes but we will
try and work them out and of course inform you
as soon as possible as to any changes and why.
The reason for change as seen right now is of
course Weather and unknown/unscheduled dates
for Spring and Fall clean-up, races/regattas dates,
new member banquet, a couple of social events,
confirmation of BYC dates, and confirmation of



Mardi Gras party dates. | am hopeful that these
will have little or no effect on our dates and if
any change occurs it is to the destination (we
have alternatives planned).

First Boater Education Course

| am working with the National Weather Service
to have them make a presentation on weather at
PIYC in February. More details will be
forthcoming soon. In addition, we hope to have a
presentation on Hurricane Preparation,
anchoring, and Man-overboard procedures. We
are also working with BYC and their

Educational committee to be able to attend some
of their presentation and of course reciprocate
with them on ours.

Enough for now. Visit the web site and look for
email updates. And | am looking forward to
seeing you Jan 5-6 at Spinnaker Hole.

Any Questions, comments, or recommendations,
contact me by email atilingincj@gmail.conor

by phone at 361-774-2001.

Steve Spoonemore Sr.

PS — My Thanks to some of the past Cruise
Directors and Seasoned PIYC Cruisers for their
assistance in helping me plan for the 2008
season. At the end of the Docklines are some
pictures of one of the planning sessions. As
always, there was some Yummy food and great
fellowship.

NOTES FROM THE SOCIAL DIRECTOR
Julie Guillot

As we wind down the Social Calendar for 2007,
we still have several important events coming
up.
La Posada December 7,8 & 9
December 8. There will be an open house at
P1YC for the public. Bruce and Vicki Nunez will
be hosts for this. | need a couple of Volunteers to
help keep the punch bowls full and cookies on
the tables for our guests (call Julie 949-9397 to
volunteer...l need YOU). | also need EVERY
member that is able to bring cookies for this
event to the club by 2 pm on Saturday December
8™ preferably on plates or platters ready to
serve. If you do not use disposable plates, please
put a piece of tape with your name on the bottom
of your plate so it can be returned to you. This

has become an annual tradition and we want it to
be as nice as possible.

December §' A brunch for the Marines who
collect the toys and the boaters who enter the
parade will be held at PIYC beginning at 10 am.

| have several volunteers to bring casseroles and
will need a few more.

Barb Williams, Mareke Heemink, Debbie Loven,
Jan Gholston have all volunteered. These can be
any kind of breakfast casserole...please call me
if you can help. Jim and Diana Gaugler have
very graciously volunteered to bring their
“special surprise” for our special contingent of
Marines and | thank them!! Steve and Carol
Spoonemore have donated punch supplies...Big
thanks, Steve and Carol!

Christmas Day there will be a potluck Christmas
Dinner to begin at 4:30. Please see the sign up
board at the club if you would like to have
Christmas dinner with your fellow yacht club
members.

| want to thank everyone for all your help and
assistance this year. | encourage all of you to
volunteer for social events...it is a little work

and a lot of fun. | know how much | appreciated
everything the volunteers throughout 2007 did:
decorating, cooking, cleaning up, moving
furniture. This truly is a team effort and | could
have done nothing without your help. If you

have been holding back on volunteering because
you are not sure what you can do...please step
forward. You'll get to know your fellow

members and there are all sorts of things that
need to be done. You will enjoy it, | promise!!
Julie.
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Notes on Former Commodore, Charlie Miller.

Charlie Miller, a founding member and
former commodore of PIYC was diagnosed with
gastro esophageal cancer in July. He has been
undergoing chemo therapy to shrink the tumor in
order to have surgery the end of November. Last
reports are that the chemo has been successful
and all lab tests are good.

Charlie and wife, Sue, were long time
residents of Corpus Christi and have many
friends here. Right out of high school Charlie
worked as a disc jockey for Keyes radio under



the name of Johnny Ringo. Many of the zany
antics that made the early yacht club so much fun
were hatched in the Johnny Ringo portion of
Charlie’s personality. Charlie went into property
management for many years and then sailed their
boat, Midnight Lady, to Puerto Rico where
Charlie and Sue operate a boat maintenance
business in Fajardo.

Charlie has evidently matured and put
aside the shallow Johnny Ringo personality and
has decided to channel Captain Jack Sparrow to
help him through this ordeal. The doctors and
nurses at the chemo clinic in San Juan say they
will miss the Captain’s visits.

Sue said Charlie can feel the thoughts
and prayers going out to him, so keep it up.
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PIYC Meetings and Parties in November.






