
NOTES FROM THE
COMMODORE
John White

I had a wonderful trip to
Italy for a visit with my
daughter and three
grandsons. It’s great to
be back home –
especially when my
suitcase finally made it

back to Texas four days after I did. I hope that it
enjoyed its tour of Europe without me. Thanks to
Chuck for handling things while I was gone.

The Valentines Day Dinner was a great success.
Thanks to Nick and Adra and everyone who
participated in this event – from the cookers to the
decorators to the members and guests who
attended. Everyone had a wonderful time and it
was great to see so many people dancing the night
away. We are so lucky to be able to enjoy good
food, great entertainment and the companionship
of so many wonderful people here on the island.

Let’s have a good turnout the first weekend in
March in Fulton. Whether you go by boat or car, it
will be a weekend of fun and merriment.
Oysterfest will be going on that weekend so there
will be lots of activities and things to do, including
a parade on Saturday morning.

Sadly I have to address another issue of theft.
Someone took a package containing 250 plastic
cups from the Wheelhouse. It is unfortunate that
there are members among us who think that they
are entitled to take from the Club. In the last year,
it has ranged from full bottles of liquor to cans of
beer to paper towels and toilet paper and now
plastic cups. This affects all of us. Our dues
purchase these necessary items and it amounts to
stealing from all of us when items are taken.

If you have any suggestions or need to discuss any
concerns, call me at any time at 549-6347.

NOTES FROM THE
VICE COMMODORE
Chuck Hoffman

"There is nothing--
absolutely nothing --
half so much worth
doing as simply messing
about in boats. In or out
of 'em, it doesn't matter.
Nothing seems really to
matter, that's the charm

of it. Whether you get away, or whether you
don't; whether you arrive at your destination or
whether you reach somewhere else, or whether
you never get anywhere at all, you're always
busy, and you never do anything in particular;
and when you've done it there's always
something else to do, and you can do it if you
like, but you'd much better not." Spoken by
Ratty to Mole in Wind in the Willows a children's
book by Kenneth Grahame (1859-1932).

I think all of us have heard the opening sentence
of this quotation. When I recently reread the
entire quote I realized how well it expressed the
way Bev and I felt when we were cruising. But
he put it much better than I could.

In the next weeks we will be experimenting with
various wines in the wheel house. I hope we hit
on some that will satisfy most of you. Remember,
were not going to get Opus One for a buck a
drink. I will take advantage of sales and specials
in an effort to provide something palatable within
the restraints of my budget. I would like to thank
John Niro for using his knowledge and experience
to help in selecting some of these wines.
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Finally, remember, this is OUR club. If you see
something that needs done, do it. As always, if
you have suggestions or ideas let me know.

NOTES FROM THE
REAR COMMODORE
Mareke Heemink

I am starting my third
month as Rear
Commodore and things
have gone smoother than I
thought. We have not lost
any members in February
but gained two. Michael

and Mimi Lewis rejoined after a 10 year absence,
and new members, Robin and Gordon Bennett, are
already busy with the social committee.

An unpleasant task was having to contact members
who are behind in their dues. We need the dues to
be paid in a timely manner to operate the club. So,
anyone who has not responded after 30 days upon
receipt of the statement, will get a little nudge.
There have been times where a statement has not
been received or a check has gone astray. In such
cases I try to correct the issue as soon as possible.
To summarize the "failure to pay dues" clause in
the PIYC Handbook, a member's account becomes
delinquent if the Members account has not been
paid within 30 days upon receipt of invoice. If the
delinquent account has not been paid by the 90th
day from the invoice date, termination in "bad
standing" can occur without further notice.

There is no truth to the rumor that someone in the
Club is behind in their dues for 6 months or more
and is attending every function. Please, contact me
if I am incorrect.

PIYC stickers are for sale at $1.00; see the
envelope on the desk. If an extra Burgee is needed,
we have them available for $20.00.

See you all at the Club, Mareke Heemink
Rear Commodore
Phone: 361 949 8255
E-Mail: marekeh@stx.rr.com

NOTES FROM
THE CRUISE
DIRECTOR
Minor Peeples, aka
CruzMon

Finally Old Man
Winter cut us a break
and we made the
cruise to Port
Aransas! The
weather was excellent
and so was the cruise

over. Seems that everyone, land and sea cruisers
alike, was suffering from “cabin fever” and
wanted to get out and about. We showed up with
about 290 feet of PIYC boats, (and a ferry boat
load of vehicles) overflowing the transient docks
with MYOT almost crowding the massive
shrimper “Pollyanna” off the bulkhead. Our fleet
included Makin’ Merry, Sea Casa, Chekara,
Dances With Waves, Palm Latitudes, Wind
Shadow, Kill Shot, MYOT, and our resident Port
A boat, Home Free Too. A really outstanding
turnout ! Thirty-eight folks signed the “Cruise
Book” at Happy Arrr at the pavilion including a
large contingent of land cruisers and our pack of
cruising dogs and cats. I’m sure there were more
than 38, I think that there were that many on Sea
Casa alone – I believe the Mormon Tabernacle
Choir was aboard for karaoke (don’t they have
rules about drinking and stuff?). As usual the
Happy Arrr snacks turned into a veritable feast,
not to mention the breakfast to which a number of
folks made delicious contributions. I don’t know
how we rank among the world’s best sailors, but I
guarantee that we are the Olympians of Happy
Arrr. (Of course, “Going for the Gold” is referring
to our new lifetime member and friend, Jose
Cuervo. ) Anyway, thanks to everyone who came
by land or sea to make the cruise truly memorable
– what I remember of it.
By the time this goes to press our next cruise will
be upon us (March 6th & 7th) and its one you
won’t want to miss. It is time for “Oyster Fest” in
Fulton, an event sponsored by the Fulton
Volunteer Fire Department which I visited last
week. After awakening the firefighter on duty, he
assured me that the event would be excellent with
food and fun for all at the Fulton city park located



adjacent to the marina. (I might recommend trying
to avoid a fire on your boat while in Fulton for two
reasons; the first as noted above, and second, our
cruising firefighter Augie is away and will miss
this cruise). On a brighter note, as most of you
cruisers know, the marina facilities at Fulton have
undergone major improvements including new
transient docks and excellent shower facilities - be
sure and get your key from the marina folks when
you get docked up. See the flyer information at the
end of this article – copies and cruising directions
are available at the clubhouse. Host boat for this
cruise is “Wind Shadow” – thank you to Bev &
Chuck Hoffman.
Quiz Results for February
Answer to Cruiser’s Quiz of the Month for
February.
Q. You are a powerboat 12 miles offshore and a
freighter is approaching on what appears to be a
potential collision course. No radio contact is
made, but the freighter sounds two short distinct
blasts on her horn. What maneuver is the freighter
going to make?
A. Under international rules, no radio
communication may be used as a substitute for
horn or whistle signals therefore the freighter, by
signaling with two short blasts of her horn, is
telling you that she will alter her course to port
setting up a starboard to starboard pass.
It’s important for us pleasure boaters to keep in
mind that when maneuvering near these large
commercial ships that they are deceptively fast –
particularly in open waters- and before you realize
it, the “dot on the horizon” is looming upon you
and you may or may not have been observed by the
larger vessel. Great care and early action is
necessary to keep out of harm’s
way – remember, like Toyotas, they are stuck on
fast and their brakes don’t work.
Winner of the February Quiz – Jim Weatherill.

Way to go AGAIN Capt. “Quick-Draw”
Jim! You have been awarded a second
intrinsically worthless CruzMon doubloon.
However, remember that the cruiser with the most
doubloons at the end of the year will receive
tickets for two to the New Year’s Eve Party..
Although we had several correct answers, Jim’s
entry was the first correct e-mail received. Thanks
again to all participants- you are going to have to
get up early to beat Capt. Jim!

Cruiser’s Quiz of the Month for March
You are navigating in the intracoastal waterway at
night and observe two yellow lights in a vertical
line ahead of you that appear to be getting closer.
What type of vessel is ahead and what situation is
developing?
First correct response to mpeeples@ymail.com
will be awarded 1 CruzMon doubloon.
Happy to see David Neipert, master of the good
ship “Remembrance” out of sick bay and look
forward to seeing Dave and his able crew in
Fulton.

Fair winds and following seas (unless you are a
trawler, and in that case “no wind and flat seas”.
CruzMon

NOTES FROM
THE SOCIAL
DIRECTOR
Nick Colosi

Greetings from the
Social Folks!
84 members &
guests attended the
Valentine's Dinner &
Dancing. Everyone
seemed to enjoy the
soft decor, the

excellent meal, & many danced until the band
went home. Thanx to the many volunteers who
made the evening possible & successful. With so
many folks helping, set-up took 1 hour & clean-up
took 45 minutes. Volunteers during the party
made the evening go smoothly & relaxing. Thanx
to all!
There is a proposed combined social & sailing
schedule in this Docklines. Everything is
tentative, as always, but pencil-in the dates.
Anyone who wishes to host any of the events or
host their own Blue Plate/Pot Luck is always
welcome. Call me if you wish to host or have an
idea for an event.
See you at the St. Patrick's Day Party.

Read all about it !!!!!!
Late breaking news from the Social Gang:
The Chili Cook-Off was a great success as judged
by the multiple stains on diner's shirts & the



resonating sounds of burping. Thanx to
the delicious varieties of chili, the Wheelhouse
beer sales also did well. Thanx to Jaki Boyd for
chairing the event & thanx to great chefs & the
volunteer staff.
Next event will be a VERY casual pizza nite on
Friday 12 March. Happy Hour will be 6PM as
usual. Island Italian will be doing the pizza,
including pepperoni, sausage, olives, mushrooms,
cheese, & white pizza (not all on the same pizza).
Pizza will be delivered @ 6:30 & 7:30 so it will be
hot & fresh whenever you arrive. Tickets will be
available in advance and that nite @ $5.00 for 5
tickets. Each tickets can be used for a slice of
pizza or a drink from the Wheelhouse. Mix &
Match. 4 pizza & 1 beer or 1 pizza & 4 beers or
any combination you wish. Addition tickets for
pizza will be available @ $ 1.00/ slice. The
Wheelhouse will take addition tickets or cash. For
those who wish to attend only Happy Hour are, of
course, welcome, but if the aroma of hot, fresh
pizza lures you, individual pizza tickets are
available. (who can resist Island Italian pizza)
Join us on Friday evening 12 March & add pizza
sauce to the chili stains on your shirt.

Note from Nina Young.
Pizza night will be on the March 12. at 6.00 pm
Tickets will be sold for $1.00 each or 5 for $5.00.
If you buy one ticket that will get you one piece of
pizza or five dollars will buy 4 pieces of pizza and
one drink. I would appreciate exact change, or no
larger than a fiver.
We will celebrate St. Patrick's Day on Saturday the
20th of March. Tickets will be sold starting this
Friday March 5th and only checks will be
accepted. No cash will be taken.
Reservations should be in by Wednesday the 17th
of March, no later. If you are unable to reach
Adra, contact Nina at njy4444@yahoo.com or 949-
8092.
I appreciate your cooperation.
Nina

PIYC CHILI COOK-
OFF A ROUSING SUCCESS!

Jaki Boyd

The PIYC Chili Cook-Off held on Saturday,
February 27, was a rousing success with a record
eighteen chili chefs and a huge crowd to enjoy
their efforts. The chili chefs were given names of
celebrity chefs so the judges would not know
whose chili they were judging. The chefs also
named their chili specialties with some very
interesting and intriguing names (see below).

While “The Judges Choice” judges were doing
their tasting and scoring, there were a couple of
games for the attendees to play – Chili Trivia and
Celebrity Chef Match-Up. After “The Judges
Choice” was completed, it was time for “The
People’s Choice,” which can only be described as
a “controlled fun madhouse!” Then everyone was
invited to enjoy more chili with all of the
trimmings, Mexican salad, cornbread muffins, and
Mexican sundaes.

The meal was followed by the introduction of the
chefs and announcement of the winners. “The
Judges’ Choice” winners received trophies. The
winners and their chili names were: 1st place –
Gaylor Heemink, “Morning Delight,” 2nd place –
Adela Nash, “Ring of Fire,” and 3rd place –
Dorcas Payne, “Carnivore Cuisine for the
Connoisseur – No Beans for the Discriminating.”
Dorcas and her authentic Texas chili also won
“The People’s Choice.” She received an apron
with her Peoples’ Choice title and Chile pepper
decorations crafted especially for the event by
yours truly. Then, everyone stayed to socialize,
and all-in-all, a great time was had.

Of course, an event like this takes lots of
volunteers, and I would like to take this
opportunity to thank them. First of all, mucho
gracias to all of the chefs, without whom, there
would have been no chili cook-off! The chefs
were: Bill Boyd (Firewater Chili), Sue
Christiansen (Just Chili), John Gisele (Easy
Eating Chili), Gaylor Heemink (Morning



Delight), Beverly Hoffman (Sweet and Spicy
Honey Chili), Toni Kane (H & H Chili – Healthy
and Hearty), Diane Klutz (Better than Sex White
Chili), Adela Nash (Ring of Fire), Dorcas Payne
(Carnivore Cuisine), Katy Peeples (Creamy Chili),
Gary Reuschhoff (Gottahaveable), Linda
Sharlow (1. Texas Panhandle Chili, 2. Hotter than
West Texas in August Chili), Gil Sheldon (Judge-
Me-Not Chili), Jim Thompson (Velvet Hammer),
Dave Walls (Yahoo!) Lee Westgate (Minute Man
Chili), and Jean Whipple (Chicken and White
Beans Chili).

“The People’s Choice” judges who did a fantastic
job were: Marilyn Gomillion, Ginger Koclanes,
and Ray Shearer.

Also thanks to the volunteers behind the scenes.
Set-up: Robin Bennett, Kevin Brown, Peggy
Fairey, Charlene Forest, Lynn Niro and Irene
Walls. Irene was the “power-strip goddess,” who
did all of the electrical set-up for the crockpots –
we never blew a circuit, thanks to her wizardry!
Meal Prep (lots of chopping): Robin Bennett,
Peggy Fairey, and Charlene Forest. Cornbread
Bakers: Beverly Hoffman, Toni Kane and Maggie
Westgate. Kitchen Goddesses: Mary Espy, Peg
Fairey, Donna McLaughlin, and Irene Walls.
Bartenders Extraordinaire: Charlene and Bob
Forest. Cleanup: Charlene Forest, Gaylor
Heemink, Toni and Tom Kane, Steve Klutz, John
and Dorcas Payne, Katharine Robinson, Larry
Whipple.

Finally, thank you to all of the attendees who
made the event truly outstanding with so much
friendship and camaraderie, and bussed their tables
to make the cleanup easier.

Chili Cook Off


